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Current UK Equine Industry:-  
2.7 Million riders 

96% of UK riders ride for pleasure  
59% compete in unaffiliated competitions  

Estimated 944,000 horses  
 

(British Equestrian Trade Association, 2015) 

The UK Equine Industry  

Competition horses within the UK are assessed the 
British Equestrian Federation’s Futurity scheme.  

 
No formalised system of assessing leisure horses 

exists  



Differences in expectations of horse purchasers and producers may lead to 
equine wastage and welfare concerns (Hennessey et al. 2013). 

Horse: Rider Matching  

Validation and increased use of personality testing in Europe offers promise 
(Graf et al., 2013; Graf et al., 2014)  

Appropriate matching of horse to rider is key for safety (Thomson et al., 
2015) 



Justification of the study 

The use of a leisure horse grading system 
could provide many benefits: 
 
- Aid matching of suitable horse to rider 
- Reduce the number of accidents 
- Improve equine welfare 
- Reduce levels of equine wastage  
- Add value to the leisure horse industry  
- Improve breeding, production and awareness 

of  leisure horses within the industry 
 



Aim:  
To determine the demand and feasibility of a leisure horse grading system 
within the UK.  
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Key Findings from the Questionnaire 

- Overall positivity towards the concept was encouraging (60.65% 
entirely positive, 81.76% believed concept would be met with 
interest). 
 

- The most influential reason for use was to aid the matching of horse 
to rider. 

 
- Levels of understanding and trust towards the concept were low.  

 
- Significant differences were found in the usefulness and importance of 

different components of the grading  (P<0.05). 
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Interview Findings  Conducted with the Head of 
Futurity at the British Equestrian 

Federation based in the UK.  

- 50% of entries to competition horse gradings are foals that are never seen 
again at assessments.  

 
- Premiums given to assessed horses are used by UK breeders for marketing 

purposes. 
  

- Most horses within the leisure horse market are professionally bred horses 
that haven’t reached the perceived level  breeders predicted for them. 

 
- Aspirations of  breeders may affect the uptake of a leisure horse grading. 

 
- Some breeders have identified that the biggest portion of the market is 

within the leisure horse industry.  



Inter-rater reliability assessment (IRRA) of a 
simulated grading 

Key Findings  
- Behaviour when ridden outdoors and 

Temperament testing were the most 
reliable (greater % agreement between 

assessors). 
 
 

- Ridden performance and Behaviour and 
Conformation and Paces were less 

reliable. 

Components Included:  
 

- Behaviour when ridden 
outdoors assessment 

- Temperament Testing  
- Ridden Performance and 

Behaviour assessment  
- Conformation and Paces 

assessment. 
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Key Results - Summary There was significant interest shown towards the concept of a leisure horse grading.  

Levels of understanding and trust towards a grading were lower than expected.  

Temperament and Personality testing was found to be the most important and useful 
component for inclusion. 

Varied responses were received towards which other components should be included in 
the process.  

Aiding the matching process of suitable horse to rider was the most influential reason for 
the use of a grading.  

The proposed grading process needs some amendments to improve reliability. 

Perceptions of involvement with the leisure horse industry could greatly affect demand 
and uptake of a leisure horse grading.  



Discussion Points  
Demographics of the questionnaire respondents were varied however increasing input 

from certain demographics  would improve reliability 
Levels of understanding of a leisure horse grading may have been affected by 

accessibility to information of grading systems.  
There was a lack of association between levels of interest and levels of understanding 

which can be perceived as a supporting factor of a leisure horse grading.  
Temperament testing was highly important for horse owners which emphasises the 

importance safety has within the industry.  
Some components were ranked very differently in regards to importance and usefulness. 

A more reliable process of grading leisure horses would need to be identified to ensure 
users could trust the process.  



Conclusion  
 

- Many benefits could be provided by a leisure horse grading in the UK. 
 

- Levels of trust and understanding towards a grading system would need to 
be improved to ensure feasibility.  

 
-  As temperament testing was such a popular concept introduction of a 
temperament test as an individual test may be a more appropriate idea. 

  
- Perceptions of the leisure horse industry may influence feasibility, 

providing more information within the industry through different avenues 
may help to change perceptions.  

 
- With some further developments and research a leisure horse grading 

system could become a feasible concept within the UK.  
 



Conclusion  

Improving horse: rider matching must have potential to 
reduce the suffering caused by mismatches and 

misunderstanding   



Future progression  

Masters in Research at Myerscough College  
 

‘Feasibility of using Temperament testing within 
the UK equine industry  to assess competition and 

leisure horses’.   
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