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Two unfamiliar opponents during a contest, situation A 



Two unfamiliar opponents during a contest, situation B 
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2. Is fighting necessary? 
ï How important are the earlier stages of a conflict in preventing 

damaging escalation? 

ï Is aggressiveness necessary for success? 

ï What behaviours are performed by pigs that minimise lesions from 
fighting?  

3. How can we practically minimize aggression 

4. On-going and future work 

Why do most pigs fight intensely while others 

can establish dominance without fighting? 



 

1. Aggression in pigs 

 

 
ÅMixing is routine  

ÅPost-mixing aggression: 

injury, disease, activity  

food intake, FCE, growth rate, reproductive success 

ÅIs a source of pre-natal stress 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


